
Welcome to the 'Brooklyn of Seoul' 

 

Move over, Gangnam. When Seoul's most stylish locals, K-pop idols, and creative minds want 
to be inspired, they head to Seongsu-dong. 

Known as the "Brooklyn of Seoul" (or "Shoreditch," if you're from London), this sprawling 
neighborhood was once the heart of Seoul's handmade shoe-making industry, filled with 
gritty factories and industrial warehouses. 

Today, those raw, industrial skeletons have been reborn. They are now home to the city's most 
exciting art galleries, high-fashion concept stores, and stunningly aesthetic cafes. But here's 
the secret: Seongsu-dong is massive and confusing. You can easily get lost and miss the best 
parts. 

This guide is your curated map. We'll skip the crowds and show you exactly where to go, what 
to see, and how to experience the real Seongsu. 

 

Insider Honey Tip #1: How to "Read" the Map 

 

Your first and most important tip: Seongsu is not one place. It's three distinct zones. Don't 
try to walk it all at once. Focus your day. 

●​ Zone 1: The 'Seoul Forest' Hub (The Polished Zone) 
○​ Location: Near Seoul Forest Station (Suin-Bundang Line). 
○​ The Vibe: This is the epicenter of "new" Seongsu. It's clean, polished, and home to 

high-fashion pop-ups (like the Dior store), Ground Seesaw gallery, and chic cafes. It's 
highly photogenic and great for a full day of browsing. 

○​ Best For: High-fashion, major art shows, and a "luxury industrial" feel. 
●​ Zone 2: The 'Industrial Heart' (The "Original" Zone) 

○​ Location: Between Seongsu Station & Konkuk Univ. Station (Line 2). 
○​ The Vibe: This is the grittier, original side. Home to the famous Cafe Onion, Ader 

Error, and Daelim Changgo. You'll see more active workshops and old factories. 
○​ Best For: The classic "ruin" aesthetic, street art, and flagship concept stores. 

●​ Zone 3: The 'Ttukseom' Outskirts (The "Local" Zone) 
○​ Location: Near Ttukseom Station (Line 2). 
○​ The Vibe: A quieter, more local-feeling area with hidden-gem cafes and restaurants, 

including the famous Blue Bottle Coffee. 
○​ Best For: Serious coffee lovers and escaping the main crowds. 



 

Part 1: The Must-Visit Galleries & Spaces 

 

(Where Art and Industry Collide) 

1. Ground Seesaw (Seongsu) 

●​ What it is: The most talked-about exhibition space in Seongsu. It hosts massive, 
high-profile media art and photography shows in a beautifully designed building. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: You MUST book tickets in advance. This is not a "walk-in" gallery. 
Exhibitions sell out weeks, or even a month, ahead, especially on weekends. Check their 
website or the "Interpark" app as soon as you plan your trip. 

2. Dior Seongsu (Concept Store) 

●​ What it is: A breathtaking, temporary glass-and-steel structure that looks like a futuristic 
greenhouse. It's an architectural landmark. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: You cannot just walk in. To enter the store or the attached cafe, you 
must get a reservation on the Dior app. Slots open up and are gone instantly. If you can't 
get one, don't worry—the main reason to visit is to photograph the stunning exterior, 
which is freely accessible. 

3. Daelim Changgo (Daelim Warehouse Gallery) 

●​ What it is: The "OG" industrial cafe and gallery that started it all. A massive former rice 
mill filled with giant, rotating art installations. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: This spot has an entrance-fee-as-coffee-voucher system. You pay 
approximately 10,000 KRW at the door, which you then use as a credit to "buy" your first 
drink. Go on a weekday morning to avoid the weekend chaos. 

4. Peaches. D8NE 

●​ What it is: A wildly cool, multi-level complex dedicated to car culture, streetwear, and 
music. It includes a gallery, store, and the "Knotted" donut shop. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: Even if you're not into cars, the architecture (often wrapped in pink or 
chrome) is worth seeing. Check their Instagram (@peaches_d8ne) for events or car 
meets, which are a major spectacle. 

 

Part 2: The Most Aesthetic Cafes 

 



(Where to Get the Perfect Shot—And Great Coffee) 

1. Cafe Onion (Seongsu) 

●​ What it is: The most famous "ruin-style" cafe in Seoul. Set in a decaying 1970s metal 
factory, you sit on concrete floors amidst exposed rebar. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: This cafe is always crowded. Go right when they open (8 AM) or 
about an hour before they close. Their signature pastry is the "Pandoro," a powdered 
sugar-dusted mountain, and the avocado-pollack-roe baguette. Be prepared to fight for 
a seat. 

2. Blue Bottle Coffee (Seongsu) 

●​ What it is: The flagship location for the famous US coffee brand, housed in a stunning, 
minimalist red-brick warehouse near Ttukseom Station. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: This is the best spot for serious coffee lovers. It's less of a "scene" 
than Onion and more focused on high-quality single-origin brews. It's spacious and has 
great natural light, making it a perfect spot to relax and reset. 

3. % Arabica (Seongsu) 

●​ What it is: The coveted Kyoto-based coffee brand's first-floor location in a stunning 
brick building near Ground Seesaw. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: This is for the design minimalist. The line can be long, but it moves 
fast. It is perfectly located for a coffee-and-art combo. Grab their "Kyoto Latte" and sit in 
the small, amphitheater-style parklet out front. 

4. Mellower Coffee (Seongsu) 

●​ What it is: Another fantastic industrial-chic space, famous for its signature "Einspänner" 
(a cream-topped coffee) and "Mellower-gato" (a cotton-candy affogato). 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: This spot is less famous to tourists than Onion, making it a slightly 
more relaxed choice. The interior is open, has great natural light, and the baristas are 
experts. 

 

Part 3: The Concept Stores (Where Fashion is Art) 

 

1. Ader Error (Seongsu Flagship) 

●​ What it is: A "must-see" experience. This is not just a store; it's an immersive, multi-level 
modern art museum created by the anonymous Korean fashion collective. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: Plan to spend at least 45 minutes here. You follow a set path through 
different "themed" rooms with bizarre installations. Interact with everything. The fitting 



rooms themselves are an art piece. This is pure creative inspiration. 

2. Gentle Monster (Seongsu Flagship) 

●​ What it is: The flagship store for the world-famous Korean eyewear brand. Like Ader 
Error, this is a gallery first, a store second. 

●​ Insider Honey Tip: The entire first floor is a massive, kinetic art installation that changes 
seasonally. Do not miss Nudake (@nu_dake), their bizarre and brilliant dessert cafe in 
the basement. Their "Peak" (black croissant-style pastry) is famous. 

3. The "Pop-Up Street" (Yeonmujang-gil) 

●​ What it is: The main street running from Seoul Forest to Seongsu Station. 
●​ Insider Honey Tip: This is the most important "hidden gem." Walk this street slowly. 

On any given week, 3-5 global brands (from Nike to luxury watchmakers) will have taken 
over entire buildings for temporary pop-up events. These are free, high-concept, and 
open to the public. You'll discover things here that aren't in any guidebook. 

 

Your Final Seongsu-dong Pro-Tips 

 
1.​ Wear Comfortable (But Stylish) Shoes: You will walk. A lot. This area is 3x larger than 

you think, and the "industrial" part means the sidewalks aren't perfect. 
2.​ Weekday Mornings are Golden: To actually enjoy these spaces and get clean photos 

without a thousand people in your shot, go on a Tuesday or Wednesday morning. 
Weekends are a (fun) battleground for seats and photos. 

3.​ Use Naver Maps (Not Google): Google Maps does not work well for walking directions 
or finding specific shops in Korea. Download Naver Maps. Star all these locations before 
you go. 

4.​ Look Up & Look in Alleys: The best spots are not always obvious. Look for unassuming 
staircases leading to second-floor galleries or hidden basement-level shops. That's the 
real Seongsu-dong. 

[Footer CTA] 
Did this guide help you plan the perfect day? Share your photos and tag us [@Koreapluslifes]! 
For more insider Seoul guides, visit [koreaplus-lifes.com]. 
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