The South Korea Investment Toolkit for US Investors
(2026)

An Exclusive Supplement to “Investing in South Korea for Americans: A Beginner's
Guide"

1. Introduction

Thank you for reading our guide! This toolkit is designed to be your quick-reference
companion as you explore investment opportunities in South Korea. Use this document to
access key information, perform your own due diligence, and find reliable resources for
further research.

2. Quick Reference: Key Tickers & Information

Here are the most important tickers discussed in our guide. Use these in your US brokerage
account to research and trade.

Ticker Symbol Full Name / Primary Exchange Key Characteristic
Company (for US Investors)
iShares MSCI South | NYSE Arca The largest, most
Korea ETF popular ETF for

broad exposure to
the South Korean
market.




Franklin FTSE South | NYSE Arca A great, often
Korea ETF lower-cost
alternative to
for broad market
exposure.
Coupang, Inc. New York Stock A major South

Exchange (NYSE)

Korean
e-commerce
company that you
can buy directly like
a US stock.

005930.KS

Samsung
Electronics Co., Ltd.

Korea Exchange
(KRX)

The actual ticker
for Samsung in
Korea. Note: Not
directly tradable on
standard US
brokerages. Easiest
access is via ETFs
like




3. Due Diligence Checklist for International Investing

Before investing your hard-earned money, ask yourself these critical questions. This is not
financial advice, but a framework to guide your personal research.

(1 Market-Level Analysis (The Big Picture)

What are the current geopolitical conditions related to North Korea? (Check recent news
from reputable sources like Reuters or the Associated Press).

What are the latest GDP growth forecasts for South Korea from institutions like the IMF
or OECD?

How has the South Korean Won (KRW) performed against the US Dollar (USD) over the
last year? A strengthening Won is a tailwind; a weakening Won is a headwind.

[0 ETF-Specific Analysis (Know What You're Buying)

Expense Ratio: What is the annual fee for this ETF? Is there a comparable ETF with a
lower fee?

Top Holdings: What are the top 10 companies in the fund, and what percentage do they
represent? Am | comfortable with this level of concentration (e.g., Samsung's ~23%
eightin)?

Liquidity: What is the average daily trading volume? (Higher volume means it’s easier to
buy and sell at a fair price).

Dividend Yield: Does the ETF pay a dividend? If so, how much and how often?

(] Personal Portfolio Analysis (How It Fits Your Goals)

What percentage of my total investment portfolio will this single-country ETF represent?
(Financial planners often suggest limiting single-country exposure to a small portion, e.g.,
under 5% of your total portfolio, especially for beginners).

Does this investment align with my long-term financial goals (e.g., aggressive growth,




diversification)?
e What is my exit strategy? Under what conditions would | sell this investment?

4. Glossary of Key Terms

e Chaebol (T &): A large, family-controlled industrial conglomerate unique to South
Korea. Examples include Samsung, Hyundai, and LG. Understanding their influence is key
to understanding the Korean economy.

e KOSPI (Korea Composite Stock Price Index): The main stock market index of South
Korea, representing all common stocks traded on the Korea Exchange. It's the South
Korean equivalent of the S&P 500.

e Expense Ratio: The annual percentage of a fund's assets that is charged to cover its
operating expenses. A lower expense ratio is generally better for the investor.

e Currency Risk (Exchange-Rate Risk): The risk that your investment's value will
decrease simply because the value of the foreign currency (KRW) falls relative to your
home currency (USD).

5. Useful Resources & Links

Use these links to conduct your own research with professional-grade data.

e ETF Information Pages (for holdings, expense ratios, etc.):
o iShares MSCI South Korea ETF ():

www.ishares.com/us/products/239676/ishares-msci-south-korea-etf
o Franklin FTSE South Korea ETF ():

www.franklintempleton.com/investments/options/exchange-traded-funds/prod
ucts/38459/Y/franklin-ftse-south-korea-etf/FLKR
e Financial News & Market Data:
o Bloomberg - South Korea Market: www.bloomberg.com/asia
o Reuters - South Korea Market: www.reuters.com/world/
e Economic Outlooks & Data:
o International Monetary Fund (IMF) - Republic of Korea:
www.imf.org/en/Countries/KOR
o Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) - Korea:
www.oecd.org/korea/

Disclaimer: This document is for informational and educational purposes only. It does not
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constitute financial, investment, or tax advice. You should consult with a licensed professional
before making any investment decisions. The author is not a financial advisor and the views
expressed are for informational purposes only.
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